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F O R E S T  P A R K  T O G E T H E R  
S U M M E R  R E A D I N G

The Library announces its summer program Forest Park Together. This summer is 
about coming together as a community. We have created an assortment of events and 
activities, including a reading incentive program for kids ages 0 to middle graders and 
a summer challenge for teens and adults.

Summer Reading 2022

Forest Park Together Kick Off Party

Friday, June 10 from 6:30-8:30 pm
Start the summer off right by joining us for an after-hours event at the Library. Sign 
up for a summer program, take part in activities, and eat fun snacks. Registration is 
encouraged. Sign up at fppl.org/events. 

For Kids & Middle Grades
Kids ages 0-12 are invited to sign up for the Forest Park Together Summer Reading Program. 
Sign up online or at the Library. You can keep track of your reading activities online at 
fppl.org/summer or with the paper log (download online or pick one up at the Library). 
Questions? Get in touch with the Youth Services Department at ys@fppl.org or 708-689-6126.

For Adults & Teens
We have a fun challenge that will encourage you to try new things, get out in the 
community, and give you the chance to win prizes. Each day (or some days) select an activity 
and complete it. For every five days of completed activities, you will earn an entry into the 
summer challenge drawing for a prize. There will be other chances to earn prizes throughout 
the summer. Sign up at fppl.org/summerchallenge or stop by the Library to pick up a log. 



L I B R A R Y  N E W S

Win a Little Free Library
Have you ever wanted your own Little Free Library? This summer, 
enter the Forest Park Public Library’s Little Free Library Contest 
and get a chance to win a Little Free Library and installation at 
your home. Just fill out this form to be entered into the drawing. 
The drawing will happen on July 11. 

This contest is open to Forest Park residents only. 
Must be a homeowner or have permission from homeowner to 
install a Little Free Library. All ages welcome to enter. 

Sign up at fppl.org/lfldrawing

The Forest Park Arts Alliance and 
the Library are teaming up for some 
creativity. Display your artistic talents in 
the Forest Park Tiny Art Show! Register 
to receive a mini art kit and create your 
masterpiece. When it’s completed, return 
it to the Library to be part of the show. All 
ages are welcome to participate. 

Kit pick up begins:  June 20
Last day to drop off art:  July 25
Art will be displayed:  July 26-August 7

Sign up at fppl.org/tinyartshow. 
Registration is required. 

Dog Days of Summer
Celebrate our animal friends this week with dog and pet-themed 
activities. We will be collecting supplies for the Animal Care League 
during the month of July. A list of recommended supplies will be 
posted online at fppl.org/dogdays and on our social media. 

Animal Care League Adoption Event  
Saturday, July 9 from 11am - 2 pm
Stop by to learn more and to meet a couple of their four-legged 
friends! Build-your-own stuffed animals will also be available to 
“adopt” while supplies last!



A D U L T S

For full details and registration for events, visit the online calendar at fppl.org or stop by the Info Desk.

MEET WITH AN EMPLOYMENT SPECIALIST
Thursdays  at 10 am, 10:30 am, 11 am, & 11:30 am
Meet one-on-one virtually or in-person with a 
career search professional for a 30 minute session 
to formulate a plan and determine the course of 
action to secure the best possible position for you. 

1-1 TECHNOLOGY CONSULTATIONS
Tuesdays & Thursdays at 4 pm 
Wednesdays at  11 am & 11:30  am 
Have a question about email, internet, using your 
phone, using library ebooks, or Microsoft Office 
software, etc.? FPPL cardholders can book a 30 
minute session with a librarian.

SENIOR MOVIES
Wednesday, June 29, July 27, & August 24 at 1 pm 
Join us for a monthly film in the Austin Room 
hosted by our resident movie buff Marie. See line 
up at fppl.org/events. 

MEDITATION CIRCLE 
Saturday, June 25, July 16, & August 20 at 10 am
The Meditation Circle is an opportunity to learn 
the basics of mindfulness meditation with the 
support of a monthly drop-in group. A meditation 
instructor will provide steps to get started, answer 
questions, and facilitate a guided meditation.  

ANDROID BASICS
Wednesday, June 8 at 6 pm
Learn to use an Android phone or tablet, including 
how to navigate, use apps, and customize your 
settings. Bring yourAndroid device to practice.

BIKE REPAIR WORKSHOP  
Saturday, June 11 at 3 pm 
Ride your bike to the Library for an outdoor event 
with local business Dan’s Bike Shop. Learn how to 
keep your bike tuned, repair a flat, and other tricks. 
Bike inspection available after the workshop.

MONARCHS: HISTORY & SCIENCE BEHIND  
THE MONARCH CRAZE
Sunday, June 12 at 2 pm
Join the Village of Forest Park and the Library for 
this informative program from naturalist Kim White 
about monarchs and the best way to help them. 
Milkweed seeds will be available for participants. 

COLLAGE PARTY
Tuesday, June 14 at 6:30 pm
Let’s get creative with the art of collage. Artist 
Lyndi Wellhausen will host this light-hearted 
program that will give you ideas and space to make 
a magical collage, start a vision, or mood board.  

FOREST PARK TOGETHER WALKING GROUP
Friday, June 17, July 8, & August 19 at 10:30 am
Join the Library for a sociable walking group.  Meet 
neighbors and explore the beauty of Forest Park on 
foot together. 

AN EVENING WITH CHEF KWAME ONWUACHI 
(VIRTUAL)
Wednesday, June 22 at 7 pm
Chef Onwuachi will present on his exciting career in 
food, as chronicled in his bestselling memoir, Notes 
from a Young Black Chef. 

SOUND OPINIONS PRESENTS: ALBUMS FROM 1972 
STILL INSPIRING & INFLUENCING MUSICIANS 50 
YEARS LATER (VIRTUAL)
Thursday, June 23 at 7 pm
Join music critics Jim DeRogatis and Greg Kot, hosts 
of the world’s only rock ‘n’ roll talk show, for a live, 
online event celebrating seminal albums from 1972 
and their lasting influence. 

SUMMER SOLSTICE OUTDOOR YOGA
Thursday, June 23 at 7 pm 
Celebrate the beginning of summer with an 
outdoor yoga class with And Then There Was Well 
at the Grove (7824 Madison St). 

DIFFICULT CONVERSATIONS: INTRODUCTION  
TO KIND COMMUNICATION TOOLS 
Thursday, July 7 at 7 pm
This introductory workshop is an invitation for 
curiosity, tenderness, self awareness, empathy, and 
courage. We will learn about how to use techniques 
of compassinate communications (NVC) to 
approach our difficult emotions and relationships in 
a way that transforms and heals.

BEFORE-HOURS SELF CARE SUNDAY: SOUND BATH
Sunday, July 10 at 10 am
Experience a sound bath with And Then There Was 
Well at the Library before it opens. Registration 
required. 

COMMUNITY PHOTO WALK
Monday, July 18 at 6:30 pm
Join photographer Alexis Ellers for a walk around 
Forest Park and learn tips for how to photograph 
your wonderful neighborhood. Meet in the front of 
the Library. 

WINDOWS 10 BASICS
Tuesday July 19 at 6 pm
Learn the basics of Windows 10. A limited number 
of laptops can be provided. This program is an 
information session and not hands-on.

FOREST PARK THEATRE PRESENTS  
A PREVIEW OF INNOGEN, ADAPTED FROM 
SHAKESPEARE’S CYMBELINE
Saturday, July 23 at 3:30 pm
Join us at the Library as the director, designer, and 
actors from Forest Park Theatre stop by to preview 
their upcoming performance of Shakespeare’s 
Cymbeline, in a new adaptation they are calling 
Innogen. They’ll discuss the play’s relevance to 
today, its design, and acting challenges, and even 
perform a brief excerpt from the play.

GENEALOGY CIRCLE  
Sunday July 24 at 2 pm
Join our new genealogy discussion to talk with 
other family history hobbyists about finding 
ancestors, genealogy projects, brick-wall questions, 
useful resources, and more. This group is led by 
genealogist Jaymie Middendorf and meets on a 
quarterly basis.

COMPOSTING 101 @ FOREST PARK  
COMMUNITY GARDEN
Sunday July 30 at 2 pm
Are you curious about turning waste into nutrient 
rich compost? Learn how to sustainably reduce 
waste and give your garden or indoor plants a 
boost with Val Kehoe from the Illinois Extension 
Program. Join us outdoors at the Forest Park 
Community Garden (631 S Harlem Ave). A five 
gallon bucket of compost to try at home will be 
given to the first 10 patrons to register. These 
buckets will be distributed at the event.

SOUND INSPIRATION
Wednesday, August 10  at 7 pm
Join facilitator Mehtab Kirtan for an experience in 
sound. Lay back and allow the precise vibrations 
of the gong, harmonium, hand drums, and 
voice interact with your body on a cellular level. 
The intention for this meditation is to support 
participants in finding a state of deep relaxation.

MAKE YOUR OWN PICKLES! 
Saturday, August 13 at 2 pm
Knockout Pickles joins us again to lead a pickle 
making workshop. Make your own jar of pickles 
that you’ll take home when you’re finished.



S U M M E R  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

SUMMER READS

Looking for a great read to sink into this summer? We have the book for you! No matter your interests, age, or reading style, we have a book, ebook, or audiobook 
that will fit your needs. See our recommendations for summer at fppl.org/summer or get in touch if you need a recommendation at askus@fppl.org. 

Check Out a Kit!
The Library offers kids a variety of kits to take home.  From 
robots to Paw Patrol to baking and even American Girl dolls, 
experience learning in a new, fun way. See more details at 
fppl.org/yskits. 

The Library offers its cardholders two museum pass programs. Explore the Chicagoland area’s attractions with free passes and discounted tickets to places like 
the Brookfield Zoo, Cernan Earth and Space Center, Ernest Hemingway Foundation of Oak Park, DuSable Musem of African American History Museum, and 
many more. Go to fppl.org/museumpass for more information. 

Explore Illinois with a Museum Pass this Summer

Take the Internet Home
Forest Park Public Library cardholders can check out a WiFi hotspot 
and bring the internet home or on the road with them. This is a popular 
service so make sure to place a hold at fppl.org/hotspot. 



Y O U N G  A D U L T S

June is Pride Month, a celebration of the LGBTQIA+ community and a commemoration of the New York City Stonewall riots in 1969. To celebrate 
Pride Month, we have assembled a list of resources, book and movie recommendations, events, and activities for all ages. See more information 
at fppl.org/pride2022. 

PRIDE MINI FLOAT KITS & CONTEST
In celebration of Pride month, the Library is holding 
a Pride float challenge for all ages. Create a mini 
Pride float out of a shoebox and other supplies. 
Registration required to receive a kit. Limited 
supplies. More info and examples at fppl.org/pride. 
Designed for all ages. 

Kit pick up begins Monday, May 23.
Pride floats should be turned in by Friday, June 24.

Join us to work on your float on Monday, May 23 
from 3:30-5:30 pm in the Community Room.

Floats will be on display the last week in June 
through July 4 in The Commons. The public will 
vote in-person and online. The winner will be 
announced the first week of July. Questions? 
Contact Amy at amorales@fppl.org. 

PRIDE RIBBON TREE PROJECT 
Thursday, June 2 at 4 pm
We’re using upcycled ribbons to decorate the 
Library tree in honor of Pride Month. Join us!  Kids 
of all ages and their families can participate.

READ UNDER THE RAINBOW STORYTIME WITH KIT
Tuesday, June 14 at 10:30 am
Celebrate Pride Month with stories that celebrate 
identity and individuality. Join us for stories and 
take home a rainbow-themed craft kit. Designed for 
ages 5 & younger.

READING AWAKE BOOK GROUP:  
DETRANSITION, BABY 
Wednesday, June 29 at 7 pm
Join the Reading Awake Book Group for a special 
Pride selection. In June, we will be reading 
Detransition, Baby by Torrey Peters. This group is 
intended for adults. 

Young adult events are intended for young adults in eight grade through high school. Register online at fppl.org or stop by the Young Adult 
Lounge. Hive Boxes are on hold until fall. 

INTRO TO DUNGEONS & DRAGONS
Mondays in June at 5 pm

June 6: character sheets, how to play, and how to 
Dungeon Master (DM)
June 13: Continuing Dming, world building, Non-
Player Charecter(NPC) creations, giving your npcs 
personalities and voices, rolling stats and different 
ways to roll stats and resources
June 20:  rules and how to win, and how to break 
them, learning how to have fun as a DM  
June 27: understanding what your players do or 
don’t want to do, troubleshooting, when pcs aren’t 
getting along at the table and how to deal with 
that, power scaling=homebrew campaigns

NAIL & STRING ART
Thursday, June 9 at 4 pm
String art is weaving colored string, wool, wire, or 
yarn between hammered nails to make geometric 
patterns. Make and take kits will be available.

YA ANIME CLUB
Thursday, June 16, July 7, & August 11 at 3 pm
Bring a friend and come watch anime and discuss 
your favorite anime and manga. 

PAINT AND PIZZA-DOT PAINTING
Friday, June 24 from 5-8 pm
Learn a new painting technique and have some 
pizza with us while you paint!

FIGURE DRAWING 
Monday, July 11 at 1 pm
Learn how to draw the body as well as clothes with 
artist and illustrator Stephanie Varga. 

COSPLAYER MEETUP WITH GEANNINA 
Thursday, July 14 at 3 pm
You will receive cosplay tips from a professional 
and we will be updating our existing cosplay kit!

NEUROGRAPHIC ART
Thursday, July 21 at 4 pm
Enjoy creating some calming art at the end of the 
day! For kids (8+) and teens. 

C E L E B R A T E  P R I D E



K I D S
c

Masks are currently optional in the Library, but we are maintaining spacing and smaller program 
sizes as a safety measure. We can accommodate remote and hybrid access for most programs 
upon request given advanced notice. Please check our online Calendar of Events or call the Youth 
Services Department at 708-689-6126 . Spaces at in-person programs are limited; sign up to 
guarantee a space. Safety updates will be posted on the online calendar. 

KIDS

POKÉMON CARD SWAP & PLAY DAY
Tuesday, June 7 at 4 pm
Show off your cards, trade (if you like and it’s 
mutually agreed-upon), and play with us. Designed 
for ages 6-8.

EXPERIMENTATION STATION! 
Tuesday, June 21 from 2-4 pm
The Library “Lab” is open! Drop in to play with our 
engineering kits, robots, LEGO, Cubelets, and more. 
Kids of all ages will have something to discover. 

STUFFED ANIMAL PARADE & PET SHOW 
Thursday, July 7 at 10:30 am
In honor of the Dog Days of Summer week, we are 
having a stuffed animal storytime followed by a 
“pet” parade. Bring your favorite stuffed animal to 
show off. Everyone goes home a winner. Designed 
for ages 5 & younger.

KIDS BAKE PIZZA COOKIES  
AT SCHOOLHOUSE KITCHEN & STUDIO
Saturday, July 16 at 1 pm
Learn to bake a delicious pizza cookie and listen 
to one of our favorite stories, Secret Pizza Party by 
Adam Rubin.  Designed for ages 5-7.

BLACK BOY WE NEED YOU READING  
WITH AUTHOR SHAVONDRA WALKER 
Saturday, July 30 at 11 am
A celebration of  children with special guests 
including author Shavondra Walker. The first 
twelve people to register will receive copies of her 
picture book. Designed for kids ages 7 &  younger.

POKÉMON SCAVENGER HUNT 
Tuesday, August 16 
We’ve hidden Pokemon around the Youth Services 
Department. Can you catch them all? Designed for 
ages 7 &  younger.

MIDDLE GRADES

MIDDLE GRADE ADVISORY CLUB 
Check for upcoming dates. Give feedback on what 
you want to see at the Library and meet other 
middle graders. Earn a bonus service hour for every 
meeting you attend. Designed for ages 8+.

MINUTE-TO-WIN-IT CHALLENGE
Friday, June 3 at 4 pm
Bring your energy and game face as we take part in 
fun challenges. Designed for ages 8-10.

SWITCH GAMING
Monday, June 6 from 2-4 pm
Reserve our Switch! Reservations are for one hour 
at a time, on a first-come, first-served basis and 
may be extended. Ages 8 & older.

MIDDLE GRADE MYSTERY FAN CLUB  
AT CENTURIES & SLEUTHS (7419 MADISON ST)
Thursday, June 9 at 3:30 pm
Talk about your favorite mystery series and test 
your detective abilities. Centuries & Sleuths 
currently requires masks. Designed for ages 8+.

MINECRAFT CAMP DIG INTO SUMMER 
CHALLENGE
Wednesday, June 15, Thursday, June 16, and 
Friday, June 17 from 2-3:30 pm
This Minecraft camp will focus on mining 
challenges/contests. Designed for ages 8+.

INVENT YOUR OWN POKÉMON
Monday, July 11 at 4 pm
Get ready for fun and laughs as we draw our own 
Pokémon. Designed for ages 8-10.

EMOJI PAINTING!
Wednesday, July 13 at 4 pm
Show off your painting skills by creating your 
favorite emoji art! Designed for ages 11-13. 

NEUROGRAPHIC ART
Thursday, July 21 at 4 pm 
Create calming art! Neurographic art allows kids 
and teens the chance to connect with their feelings 
and destress. Designed for middle graders & teens.

BAD GUYS FAN CLUB
Monday, July 25 at 4 pm 
Read the latest Bad Guys book together and share 
predictions for the next book. Ages 8 & older.

STORYTIMES & READING 
PROGRAMS

SUMMER STORYTIME CONCERT AT THE ROOS 
PAVILION WITH LITTLE MISS ANN 
Friday, June 3 at 10:30 am 
Join us for a special performance by Little Miss 
Ann to kick off our summer storytime series at the 
Roos Pavilion (7329 Harrison St).  

ROCK YOUR BABIES STORYTIME 
Fridays in June at 10:30 am at the Roos Pavilion 
(7329 Harrison) 
Fridays in July at 10:30 am at Reiger Park (1526 
Circle Ave) 
This is a music and movement lapsit storytime 
geared toward our youngest listeners. Designed 
for babies & young toddlers. 

BILINGUAL MUSIC & MOVEMENT STORYTIME 
WITH LITTLE PARADE 
Wednesday,  June 15, 22, & 29 at 10:30 am
Get your morning off to a musical start with Little 
Parade. Designed for ages 5 & younger.

RHYTHM & READS STORYTIME
Mondays in June  at 10:30 am
We celebrate the return to in-person storytimes 
with stories, music, and movement. Ages 5 & 
under.

READ UNDER THE RAINBOW STORYTIME 
WITH KIT AVAILABLE 
Tuesday, June 14 at 10:30 am
Celebrate Pride Month with stories that 
celebrate identity and individuality. Join us for 
stories and take home a rainbow-themed craft 
kit. Designed for ages 5 & younger.

JUNETEENTH STORYTIME  
AT ROOS PAVILION  
Friday, June 17 at 10:30 am
This Friday storytime honors Juneteenth with 
stories and songs. Designed for ages 5 & younger. 
The Roos Pavilion is located at 7329 Harrison. 

BILINGUAL STORYTIME
Mondays in July at 10:30 am
This storytime is bilingual in Spanish and English 
and includes stories, rhymes, and music. Designed 
for ages 5+. 

STORYWALK PROJECT:  
THE ME I CHOOSE TO BE  
BY NATASHA TARPLEY
The month of June 
Natasha Tarpley’s empowering and beautiful 
picture book is showcased in our summer 
StoryWalk selection at the Park District of Forest 
Park (7501 Harrison St,) during the month of June.
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CELEBRATE JUNETEENTH 

There are many events happening this year in Forest Park to honor 
Juneteenth, including a Library storytime, flag raising at the Village of 
Forest Park, an outdoor movie, and the annual pool party at the Park 
District of Forest Park Aquatic Center. Find out more details as well as 
resources and book recommendations at fppl.org/juneteenth. 

I N  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y

7555 Jackson Boulevard  
Forest Park Illinois 60130
708.366.7171
askus@fppl.org
fppl.org

KONA ICE TRUCK VISIT
Friday, June 24 from 3-5 pm

The Kona Ice Truck will be paying a visit to the Library. Enjoy a free 
cup of shaved ice from the Library while supplies last. First come, 
first served. One per person. 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Brooke Sievers, President

Keary Bramwell, Vice President

Lin Beribak, Treasurer

James Pekoll, Secretary

Eboni Murray, Trustee

Celesia Leonard, Trustee

IMAGE RELEASE  
All Library visitors permit the 

Library to take photos and videos 

and to use these images in 

future Library publications and 

promotions, in print and online.




