2021

YEAR IN
REVIEW

FROM THE DIRECTOR
As we enter 2022 and reflect on 2021, a year that pushed us to stay
flexible and to constantly evolve our services to meet the needs of the
Forest Park community, I’m proud of what we've accomplished with
your support. Here are some of the moments that stood out in 2021.
We adapted our services to meet the changing needs of the
community while prioritizing safety. Staff helped facilitate innovative
service models like vestibule pick up, grab and go style Library visits,
virtual interactive online programming options, and take home craft kits. We continuously
and seamlessly shifted models to provide the best and safest possible service.
We went fine free! This was a big step for the Library that helped us remove barriers to
accessing our services. Being fine free helps us provide a more equitable experience for
everyone in the community.
We finished our Strategic Plan for 2021-2024. The priorities for the three year plan are
equity, sustainability, communications and marketing, and partnerships.
We launched the Gadget Collection providing access to a variety of gadgets including
laptops, digital cameras, a microphone, and a synthesizer. Access to technology has been a
priority for us as our community continues to navigate “remote” life.
We created nearly 200 events online and in-person for all ages. From virtual author events
to outdoor storytimes to handing out more than 700 project kits, we have continued to
provide experiences where learning and fun come together without compromising safety.
We circulated 91,178 physical items and 36,857 digital content items in 2021.
We continued our Social Work Internship program with Loyola University School of Social
Work. Our Social Work interns have provided much needed support, stability, and resources
for staff and patrons as we’ve navigated the challenges of 2021.
We expanded our online resources to include arts and craft learning platform Creativebug
and Pressreader for digital newspapers and magazines. Meeting our patrons where they are
has always been a goal, in 2021 that meant meeting our patrons in their homes with access
to expanded digital and online resources.
We partnered with 26 local organizations and community members to provide services,
information, and programming.
It was a long year but there were still many great moments. The continued support of the
community has meant so much to us. As we look forward, we invite you to sign up for a Library
card (in-person or virtually), stop by the Library to check out a book or a gadget, attend one of
our events, use a computer or WiFi, or just take a closer look at all the services and resources
available to you at your public library. We can’t predict what this year will bring, but we do know
that the Forest Park Public Library will continue to support this community.
If you have questions or concerns, please get in touch with us at askus@fppl.org.
Thank you,
Pilar Shaker
Library Director

BY THE NUMBERS
Statistics are from January 1 through December 31 in 2021.

Books

Print: 70,816
Digital: 15,007

DVDs & CDs

CDs: 1,877
DVDs: 13,492

Streaming

Movies/TV: 4,638
Music: 650

Magazines

Audiobooks

Gadgets

Print: 1,465
Digital: 2,631

CDs: 2,019
Digital: 11,439

Hotspots 249
Gadget Collection 183

Library Cards

New Cards: 574
Total Cards: 6,093

Events

Programs: 175
Attendance: 1198

Service

Days of Service: 350
Library Visits: 66,504

Thank You to Our Partners
Chamber of Commerce of Forest Park
Collaboration for Early Childhood
Empowering Gardens
Forest Park Against Racism
Forest Park Arts Alliance
Forest Park School District 91
Giving Tree
Historical Society of Forest Park
Howard Mohr Community Center
Illinois Juneteenth Committee
Illinois Humanities
Illinois Libraries Present
League of Women Voters

Maui Jones
Michelle Melin-Rogovin
Model Esteem
Oak Park River Forest Day Nursery
Park District of Forest Park
Progress Center for Independent Living
Riveredge Hospital
Roots Health DPC
Sarah’s Inn
Suite Spotte
Trailside Museum of Natural History
Village of Forest Park
Etta Worthington

From left to right: Participants in the Summer Reading program; Anti-Racism participatory display; Youth
Services Manager Susan Farnum and District 91 Superintendent Dr. Alvarez with the first Community Book;
Library staff during the Holiday Walk at Suite Spotte; creating Kindness Rocks at the District 91 Back to School
Bash; and patrons taking part in the Sidewalk Obstacle Course.

