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From the Director
This has been a big year for the library. We have kept our mission of 
serving the community at the forefront as we pushed ourselves in  
new directions that we believe will result in a stronger, more forward 
thinking community library. 

The biggest news of 2019 is the library renovation. After years of  
saving and discussion, the Board of Trustees decided to undertake  
a renovation that will update spaces throughout the library. We  
listened closely to the community and staff to come up with a plan  
that solved problems, expanded service, and generally updated the 
building while being conscious of expense. The State of Illinois supported our efforts with a 
grant that will allow our new spaces to be more ADA compliant. This renovation is being done 
in a way that is mindful of how we will continue to evolve as an organization, with a goal of not 
making changes that will limit future growth.

Since work began in September, we have asked a lot from the community. From closing  
different levels of the building, to a reduction in access to the collection, to a more crowded 
space; this has certainly been trying. We have done our best to keep the building open as 
much as possible, and to continue providing as many services as possible. You have cheered 
us on all the way. On behalf of the Board, staff, and myself, I’d like to say thank you for your 
flexibility, support, and optimism during this project. 

A great deal of thanks is owed to our community partners, especially the Howard Mohr  
Community Center and the Park District of Forest Park. A special thank you is also extended 
to our friends at the Village of Forest Park for their support and assistance during this time; 
Tim Gillian and the administrative team, Steve Glinke and the staff in the permits department, 
John Doss and his amazing Public Works crew, and Mayor Hoskins and his support team.  
We acknowledge that this was truly a team effort.

When we reopen both levels, you will certainly still recognize the library as the one you have 
supported for years, now with 21st century upgrades. Renovation is scheduled to finish in 
late January. The Grand Opening Celebration is planned to happen on Saturday, February 8 
from 3-5 pm. We invite the entire community to join us in celebrating this new chapter for the 
library. 

I continue to be deeply grateful for the opportunity to lead this unique organization in this very 
special community.

Pilar Shaker
Library Director

    



Community Partners
The staff and Board of Trustees of Forest Park Public Library are incredibly grateful for 
the support we receive from the community. Our partners help us throughout the year 
to create important events, services, and resources to better serve the community. We 
would like to thank: 

Brown Cow Ice Cream
Counter Coffee
Creativita
Centuries & Sleuths Bookstore
Empowering Gardens
Forest Park Chamber of Commerce
Forest Park Fire Department
Forest Park Review
Forest Park School District 91
Forest Printing
Historical Society of Forest Park
Howard Mohr Community Center
Junction Diner

Music Together
Park District of Forest Park
Pop! Pediatric Therapy
Proviso High School District 209
Urban Pioneer Group
Starship Restaurant & Catering
Subway
Sugarbeet Schoolhouse
Suite Spotte
Twisted Cookie
Village of Forest Park
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority



2019 Highlights
• We started a renovation project scheduled to be completed in January 2020. 
• We held a Mayoral Forum with the Forest Park Review leading up to the 2019 

Forest Park Mayoral Election. 
• We collected toiletries from the community to donate to Sarah’s Inn to  

celebrate MLK Day of Service.

Left to right: STEAM Fair participants, Social Work Interns, the summer program called TEAM FPPL, volunteers during 
the MLK Day of Service. 



2019 Highlights
•  The library launched the first social work internship program.
• We held special events including the STEAM Fair and the Book Buzz. 
• We worked with local partners around the community to continue providing 

services and programs throughout the year. 
• The Young Adult Department was created to focus on young adults services. 

Left to right: the Mayoral Forum in March, the new Young Adult Department, participants in an outdoor storytime, and an 
author visit with Shavondra Walker and Natasha Tarpley.  



By the Numbers

Books 
Kids: 26,946

  
Young Adult: 2,075

Adults: 45,589

DVDs/CDs
DVDs: 34,738

CDs: 3,109

Streaming
ebooks: 9,648

Music: 660

Movies/TV: 2,633

Magazines
Print: 1,716

Digital: 1,813

Audiobooks
CDs: 3,355

Digital: 8,472

Hotspots
344

Check Outs for 2019



Library Programming & Outreach
Events: 385
Attendence: 4,470
Outreach Events: 84 
Outreach Attendance: 2,151

Library Cards
Kids (0-11): 424
Teens (12-17): 239

Adults (18-102): 4,199

Service

Days Open: 346
Hours of Operation: 3,423

Technology
Compuer Sessions: 33,377
Printing Jobs: 34,424
WiFi Sessions: 11,346
Laptop Check Out: 934

Statistics are from December 1, 2018 through November 30, 2019.
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Love the library? Let us know! 
Go to fppl.org/moment to tell us your library story. 


